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“PARLIAMENT SESSION

Education Bills face lawmakers’ test

BY PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

he ongoing session of Par-

liament is critical to the
education sector, with around
15 Bills, including one that wil}
allow foreign universities to
operate in India and another
that will curb the menace of
fake degrees, waiting to be
cleared.

.. In an effort to ensure their
- smooth passage, human re-

soutce development minister
Kapil Sibal, who has in recent
months emerged as the gov-
ernment’s preferred crisis
manager, has been doing his
bit to convince members of
Parliament, across parties, of
the merits of the Bills. Two of-
ficials in his ministry said the
minister has, in recent weeks,
met members of the parlia-

Key education Bills

await Parliament nod
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Right to Education (RTE) Act,”
one of the two senior ministry
officials said. For the record,
RTE, which guarantees educa-
tion for all children between
the ages of six and 14, came
into effect on 1 April 2010.
The official, who didn’t want
to be named, added that be-
cause many of the Bills were
interrelated, they wouldn't
have the desired impact unless
passed in concert. “For exam-
ple, the Educational Tribunal
Bill and the unfair practices
Bill are related legislation,” he
said, explaining that the two
will together make the func-
tioning of educational institu-
tions more transparent by
curbing unfair practices such
as donations or capitation fees

The Educational
Tribunal Bill and the
unfair practices Bill
are related and need
clearance in tandem

students pay in return for ad-
mission.

The second official, who too
did not want to be named, said
the standing committee has
submitted its report on the for-
eign university and unfair
practices Bills to Parliament.
He added that while the com-
mittee has made a few sugges-
tions, it is largely in agreement
with the direction of the laws.

Narayanan Ramaswamy, ex-

mentary standing committee,
which discusses Bills and sug-
gests changes before they are
put to vote in Parliament.
“The government under-
stands that education reform is
a key issue as it touches every-
body’s lives. It is also known
that one of the high points of
the UPA (United Progressive
Alliance) government is the

TURN TO PAGE 2»

ecutive director (education
practice) at audit and consult-
ing firm KPMG, said that the
number of Bills indicates the
seriousness with which India is
taking education.

“It's a good thing that edu-
cation is getting its due. Some
of the Bills are real game-
changers for the education
sector. If foreign universities
enter India, then the land-
scape of the sector will change
the way the entry of foreign
auto companies changed the
automabile sector in the coun-
try.” He added that some of the
Bills could need changes. If
foreign universities are not al-
lowed to repatriate a portion of
their earnings—the current
Bill doesn't allow this—then
they may not be interested in
entering the country, he said.

Ramaswamy struck a note of
caution about the implemen-
tation of the Bills once they are
approved. “Here (on imple-
mentation) I'm a litile scepti-
cal,” he said.

N.K. Singh, a member of the

s
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Key éducatlon Bills in queue
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o Universities for innovation Bill: To set up special universities with a focus on

innovation and research

o Natlonal Academic Depository Bill: To create an electronic reposltory of

education certificates to curb forgery ~

o~

« National Council for Higher Education and Research Bill: To create an
overarching body replacing regulators like the University Grants Commission
and the All india Council for Technical Education

» Forelgn Educational Institutions Bilk: To be reintreduced after the standing

committee report

+ Prohibition of unfalr practices BIIE To be reintroduced after the standing

committee report

o Education Tribunal Bilk: Passed by Lok Sabha, to be taken up by Rajya Sabha

Rajya Sabha and part of the
standing committee, said the
number of Bills that can be
passed depends on the urgen-
cy shown by the ministry. “The
committee has given its report
on two Bills and let’s see how
quickly they move on this,” he
said. “There are many educa-
tion Bills on different stages,
but this session has many im-
portant issues to debate and
decide,” added Singh, who
represents the Janata Dal

(United) and also sits on the
board of HT Media Ltd, the
publisher of Mint.

Singh was optimistic about
the chances of the Education
Tribunal Bill being passed. The
Bill seeks to set up tribunals at
the Centre and in states to ad-
judicate on disputes involving
students, teachers, university
authorities and statutory regu-
lators. The order of the tribu-
nal shall be treated as a decree
of a civil court.
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Four more FIRs in

AlIMS
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RACKET Case against six accused, including the kingpin of gang

HT Correspondent

W htrepartars@himdustantimas com

NEW DELH: The CBI on
Wednesday registered four FIRs
in connection with the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) entrance test' fraud in
2010-11. The exams were for
post-graduate (PG) as well as
under-graduate (UG) courses.

In June, the CBI arrested six
suspects, including the alleged
kingpin, of an inter-state net-
work that specialised in manip-
ulating the examination process
of these courses.

The arrested kingpin, Dr

Mahipal Singh, had done his PG
in Radiology from AIIMS a year
ago and is believed to have been
running the racket for the past
two years, according to sources
in the CBL

The FIRs were registered
against gang members, includ-
ing the six arrested, for manip-
ulating the answer sheets or
OMRs (Optical Mark recogni-
tion sheets). Students mark
their answers on OMR sheets
by darkening circles marked on
apre-printed sheet. Afterwards,
ascanning machine grades the
sheet automatically. Some can-

" didates had agreed to pay the

gang members several lakhs of
rupees for manipulating the
same,

“At the time of scanning of
the candidates’ OMR sheets, the
ovals against the unanswered
questions were darkened with
the help of two accused, who
were employees of Pearl
Technologies, the private firm
that provided logistics for the
examination process,” revealed
a source in the CBL

According to the CBI, as a
result of the manipulation of
four exams, around 25 candi-
dates figured in the merit list
and secured admission in PG

courses in different medical col-
leges, including AIIMS,

The first FIR pertained to
the ATIMS PG entrance exam
of January 2010. “Seven OMR
sheets were interpolated,” said
CBI spokesperson Dharini
Mishra. The second FIR per-
tained to the AIIMS UG
entrance examination of June
2010, in which six OMR sheets
were interpolated. The third
related to PG entrance of
November 2010 in which OMR
sheets of eight candidates were
interpolated, and the fourth had
to do with rigging of the ATIMS
PG exam of January 2011.
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Pvt parties
seaek less
gowvt  role
in setting
up IliNTs

Hirkilkca Suarvejan

MNeww INDellzi, Aug 3z The
Eovernament’s drezaxsm of
setting vl 20 new Indian
Institutes of Information
Technology (IIIT=s) in the
Dublic-private Dpartaer-
ship{(PrPI*)modemnmay take
longEger to FulFilt with Ppri-
wvaAate parties not showirse
enocough interest 4in collab-
oratingwith thhemministry

wate players are scelking
sreater fainctiornral aaatora-
omy and are opern to ias-
crease tTheixr share ot

stands at  15%: against
Bi>2e centy=l goveruanernt
funding and 359 state
govert)ment Fuarnding.

~ “WVWe are basically adwvo—
catineg sreaterxr freedocrrn
foxr private players arncdd
Fess governiment intexrfoer-
ence withy greater private
participaticon. This <arill
O oy INncrease TIie
sense of ovwnershiip» but
Aalso redice financial ausd
academic supDDort RroIx
the gowverryarnent,”” sz ial
aAan official from the Cors-—
federation of Indiaxr Irna-
dustery (CIID.

IDurins the first fowuar
years of setting up each
IXIT. thhe Centire will pro-
wide T10 crore each year.
Each IITT will have To
meet its entire operatirg
expendituare omnm its ovwwe
»withhin five ywears of its
commendcernent. The
=s=tate EoveraiTiert
comncerned will prrowide
S0-100 AacTe o hE-E =1}

Focost.

“In addition to shar-
Ing 1I5%% of thhe capital
cost (T.5% irx thhe case of

Jworth-easter statesd. .

the participatines corm pa-
nies were expected to
contribute towards re-
search abs and projects,.
intermship. and facults
chalrs from tirme to time.
The arminiymaanm corntribu-
tiomn f[rom an industxyw
Ppartnmer should be T2
crore,.” Aaccording to thhe
Fxxizyistr s

MNasscorn, the ATEIT
body for thhe I'T industxys,
tToo had suggested pri-
wate organisations
should play an egiaial oxr
slightly greater y»ole in
Dringing investment for
thhenew IITTs. Aftpresent,
there arefonrIIrTs in the
COLITY in Gwalior,
Jabalpuar, Allahabad and
Hancheepuranm.

rfEariier tive EOoVer-
Dance structuae wwas de-
termined by the eaguity
model butlatern the fimnamn-
cialconiribution andsov-
ernance Structure were
delinke<d.”™ said INassco
rresident Sommn ilittal.

SAccording to CIE, the
PpProject cost for 3 seatc
i case of B59s Drivate
contribution woulld be
XTS crore excluding Land
cost while the current
inodel hras projectesd the
capifal CcostatT128 crore.

for the fFHrnancial
Ccontribution . I has sus-
sested eqgurity of T30 Crore
and debt of TSS crore
the private sector's shhare
i imcreased to BS%e as
amainst eguity of TIZ28
Ccrore i case of 1852 par—
Ticipatior.

“WWe caxn thhink about
increased financial con-
tribxxtion but thhat does
ot rmean that sovern-—
ment representation will
end hbecause these are 1n-
stitutes of nDnatiomnmal imm-
DpDortance and there is ac-
countability."" said 2Ty
MIITRID official._

. O the SOoOVer TLAarce
Ffromt, thhe rministry had
sugested 25 %4 of thhe taotal
Seats for the induastry
PBartners omn t‘l)e Toaooard of
BEOVel Tl =_ Ve [at s 2555
wrantliland and the goverin-
ment's nainein the newwr IE-

sLie itk The Dxivate
Cormpaities,” thhe CLI offi-
cial acdded.
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RIBA II: New-age robot for old-age care

A new robot using high-pre-
cision tactile sensors and flex-
ible motor control technole-
gy has taken Japan one step
closer toits goal of providing
high-quality care for its grow-
ing elderly population. De-
veloped by researchers at
RIKEN and Tokai Rubber In-
dustries (TRI), the new robot
can lift a patient up to 80 kg in
weight off floor-level bedding
and into a wheelchair,

With an elderly population
in need of nursing care project-
ed to reach a staggering 5.69

capecitance-typa
{foreanm supinsto

iy

ragistancedyns

, ﬁtf-'lﬂ)

. CAPREAIRCHtYS
'A {fora 87 premiton)

Parkin central Japan —un-
veiled a robot called RIBA
(Robot for Interactive Body
Assistance) designed to assist
this task. The first robot capa-
ble of lifting a patient from a
bed to a wheelchair and back,
RIBA charted a new course in
the development of care-giv-
ing robots. It, however, could
not crouch down and lift a pa-
tient off a futon at floor level,
which RTC’s new robot RIBA-
Ilis able to do with the aid of
new joints in its base and low-
er back and newly-developed

million by 2015, Japan faces an
urgent need for new approach-
es to assist care-giving person-
nels. One of the most strenuous
tasks for such personnel, car-
ried out an average of 40 times

every day, is that of lifting a pa-
tient from a futon at floor level
into awheelchair. Robots are
well-suited for thistask, yet none
hasyetbeen deployed in care-
giving facilities.

In 2009, the RIKEN-TRI
Collaboration Center for Hu-

. man-Interactive Robot Re-

search (RTC) — a joint proj-
ect established in 2007 and lo-
cated atthe Nagoya Science

Mail Today ND 4/08/2011 P-13

smart rubber sensors fitted on-
toits arms and chest, the sen-
sors enable high-precision tac-
tile guidance and to detecta
person’s weight frem touch,
guaranteeing patient safety.

‘Govt to decongest II'T-NHS link road

THE DELHI government wlll soon
glve a go-ahead to a proposal sub-
mitted by the public works depart-
ment to conduct a detalled study
for developlng an alternate route
to connect south Delhl with NH-8
and Indira Gandhl Internatlonal Alr-
port to decongest the existing
outer Ring Road.

The detalled study will he carried
out by government consultant - Rall
Indla Technical and Economic Ser-
vices (RITES). The alternative grid,
which forms a kind of smaller circle -
will start from NH-8 at Mahlpalpur
crossing. It will connect areas such
as Andheria Mod, Aurobindo Marg,

AlMS and Dhaula Kuan.

“The mandate of the study covers
all aspects of thils stretch and also
suggests possibllities. Whatever
steps and actlons they suggest on
the existing stretch, and the alter-
native grid wlll then be sent to Uni-
fied Trafflc and Transportation
Infrastructure (Planning & Engl-
neering) (UTTIPEC) and following

thelr approval, it will be Imple-

mented,” a senior PWD offlclal over-
seeing the project sald.

Sources In the state government
say that the alternative grid, which
wlll also be studied, Is likely to be
developed as a “full scale” alterna-

tive stretch with “as few signals
as possible™,

“It has been discussed how the slx
to elght kllometre-long stretch from
IIT to IGIA gets congested In peak
hours and is under constant strain
because of Increasing vehlcular
load. The alternative needs to come
up at the earliest,” the officlal said.

RITES will atleast take around
elght-10 months to complete the
study. It will also study the alterna-
tive grid to comprehend other con-
struction points of new flyovers,
underpasses or overbridges for a
smoother and faster traffic flow.

Bhuvan Bhragga in New Delhi
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THAT RISKY RUSH FOR A US DEGREE

A medley of factors has meant influx of Indian students to places fhey should never have gone

INDIRA KANNAN
Toronto -

tisillegal for universitiesin
the US to use agents to recruit
students within the country.
However, the law does not
preventthe institutions from paying
agents to recruit students from oth-
er countries. Nor is there any law in
India barring agents from ap-
proaching students on behalf of for-
eign schools. This, along with the
strong demand in India for an edu-
cation abroad, may be putting a num-
ber of students at risk of being duped.
If the shutdown of the Tri-Valley
University in California by the US
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement agency in January was a
wake-up call, the raid on the Uni-
versity of Northern Virginia on Ju-
1y 28, was another warning signal
for Indian students in the US. Inboth
schools, an overwhelming number
of students enrolled were from In-
dia, the majority from Andhra
Pradesh. Both universities are al-
leged to have violated the law by en-
rolling more foreign students than
they were allowed to. In the case of
Tri-Valley, the institution was charg-
ing tuition fees but not holding suf-
ficient classes on campus, and al-
lowing students to take up employ-
mentinthe US as soonas theyen-
rolled, whichis also ag: the law.

L

The raldpn the Umvers:ty of Northern Virginia on Ju[y 28 was another warning signal foc' Indian students i |n the US. pHOTO: PTI

]

Indian students

atsim-

ilar universities of dubious repute,
says Ashok Kolla, the Chair for NRI
Student Services at Tana.

RECRUITER ISSUE

It’s not known whether the students
atthese two schools were recruit-
ed by agents in India. Court docu-
ments in the Tri-Valley case alleged

Some or several of the students
may not be blameless victims. They
had enrolled at these universities
precisely as a way of getting into the
US on student visas to work imme-
diately - some at grocery stores or
aMcDonald s, incities hundreds of

il

tensibly takmg classes online. But
for those who joined these schools
in pursuit of their dream of a US ed-
ucation, it's a grim awakening.
‘The Telugu Association of North
America, or Tana, which has been
counselling the affected students,
fears the Tri-Valley and UNVA cas-
es are just the tip of the iceberg.
“There are another 15,000-20,000

often acted as
recruiters, being paid a portion of
the tuition fee of new students they
had brought in.

New York-based Harjiv Singh is
the founder and CEO of an online
resource, braingainmag.com, for
students who want to study in the
US and other countries. When it
comes to Indian students heading
to US universities, says Singh, the
problem cuts both ways. “There is
asevere lack of information, espe-
cially in the smaller towns, about
US universities where students can
get legitimate degrees. Atthe same
time, alot of universities in the US
don’t know how to tap genuine stu-
dents in India and use consultants

or midd todothe job.”
Facing budget cuts at home, sev-

eral US universities are desperate

to add full-fee paying students to

isbecoming widespread inthe US
because many schools don’t wantto
make the ffort or invest enoughre-
sources to vetindividual students

their ranks. While prestigious uni- and simply pass offthe task to agents,
versities like Harvard or Yaledon’t who push as many students as pos-
need agents, several smaller schools  sible because they are often paid per
arenot known well outsidethe US  student enrolled.
and hire consultants to get noticed. However, there are strong advo-
Due diligenceises- cates for the use of re-
senﬁa}éﬁdmes singh, USING RECRUITERS crué::lls and Mith Lev
especially since going enthal, vice chancellor
tothe USto study is ex- |S WIDESPREAD IN for global affairs at the
pensive. “Areyoube- THE US_AND State University of New
ing asked to pay the York (SUNY), is one of
consultant for enrolling :gems &T:hb:sm"u?:y them. “The most direct
inaschool? That should poss| N way torecruit students
be a warning sign, as they are often paid isthrough agents,” he
US universities typi- per student enrolled  says. Leventhalisalso
cally don’t require pay- co-founder of the

ment for considering a student for
admission.”

Philip Altbach, Director of the
Center for International Higher Ed-
ucation at Boston College, is famil-
iar with the problem, having taught
inIndia. He wants recruiterstobe
removed from the process. Altbach
says the practice of using recruiters

American International Recruitment
Council (AIRC), set up three years
earlier, to develop standardsand a
framework for certification in the re-
cruiting industry. SUNY, says Lev-
enthal, works only with AIRC-certi-
fied agents. ConsultantsinIndiaal-
souse their certification by AIRC as
aselling point. For instance, Global

Reach declares on its website that it
hasbeencertified as “the first Agent
torecruitstudents from India and
Nepal for all our parterinstitutions
in the US by the American Interna-
tional Recruitment Council”,

ACCREDITATION
But this is a recent effort. Leventhal
admits only 43 agents have gone
through the AIRC’s training and
certification process. He points out
there are more Indian agents in this
group than from any other country.
Another minefield for Indian
students is trying to identify gen-
uinely accredited universities. The
US State Department’s Education
‘USA website is a good resource for
identifying accredited institutions.
Singh of braingainmag.com advis-
es students to also check placement
records of their chosen schools.
And, the Council for Higher Edu-
cation Accreditation, or CHEA,
functions as an accreditor of ac-
creditors, helping students verify
whether their university is accred-
ited by a genuine accreditor.
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Student traffic to
UK, US may decline

KALPANA PATHAK & VINAY UMARJI
Mumbai/ Ahmedabad

he UK government's review
I of its visa norms since April
is making students explore

other study destinations. .

Accredited overseas education
consultants call it the Australia and
the US effect. “With the instances of
students getting attacked in Aus-
traliain 2009, and now sham uni-
versitiesin the US, UK hasbecome
stringent with its visa norms, It
'wants more serious students tocome
to UK,” said a Hyderabad-based
overseas education consultant.

Australiarecorded a decline of
almost 63 per cent-from 18,514in
2009-10to just 6,875in 2010-11 -in
offshore international student visa
applications from Indizin the last
financial year. The UK, with an ob-
jective of reducing net migration
and ensuring best talent, introduced
changes to Tier II of the points-
based system (for skilled migrants).

“Research showed that many
migrants with Tier I post study
work visas did not in fact find em-
ployment while others found low-
skilled employment which was not
commensurate with their qualifi-
cations. Tier I has been refocused
as a route for entrepreneurs, in-
vestors and (from August 9) people
with exceptional talent,” said Sam
Murray, regional communications
manager, UK Border Agency,
South Asija.

Asaresult, more and more stu-
dents are looking at dest

the UK. Majority of these colleges
cater to students from low-income
groups who prefer working than
studying,” said Naveen Chopra, pro-
rmoter and chairman, The Chopras,
an overseas education consultant
based in New Delhi.

This April, UK did away with
the Tier I Post Study Work (PSW)
visa. The UK Border Agency con-_
firmed that changes in the student
visa rules will result in fewer visa
applications.

“The UK government is com-
mitted to minimising abuse of the
student immigration system, while
ensuring support for the brightest
and best students to continue to
study at UK’s highest quality edu-
cation institutions,"” said Murray.

The post study work route al-
lowed international graduates tore-
main in the UK for up to two years,
whether or not they were able to
find work. The new announcement
says, the post-study work route will
close from April 2012.

Closure of the PSW was trig-
gered by anincrease in abuse in the
private education sector in the UK.
“It was found that there was in-
creasing abuse in the private fur-
ther education sector (by some, but
not all colleges), so the reforms
were targeted at those institutions
where change was considered tobe
most necessary,” said Murray.

The firsttranche of reforms in
April this year included extending
the more comprehensive public
sector accreditation requirements

like Canada, Germany, New
Zealand, Ireland and Australia.
“Canadais benefitting the most
from changes in UK visa norms.
Traffic to Australia and Europe too
iscatching up. We expect UK visa
numbers to decline as largely Indi-

_ anstudents goto private collegesin

toprivate providersand
ensuring that all sponsors meet
highly trusted sponsor status.
“The new system is designed to
ensure students come for a limit-
ed period, to study, not work,”
UK's Home Secretary Theresa
May had said, while announcing -
the new regulation.

‘



